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You shall not c?mm!t a perversion of justice: you shall not faver the poor and you shall 1
honor the great; with righteousness shall you judge your fellow. “
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qr‘lm: vewn P — With rightecusness shall You judge your
fellow. In addition to its simple meaning. the verse teaches

that one must always give people t i
iy Lt jdt”g people the benefit of the doubt
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hazal say that in every generation that the Beis Hamikdosh

is not rebuilt, it is as if that generation destroyed it. This is

because the sins which caused its destruction haven't been
rectified. One of the reasons the Second Temple was destroved
was because of baseless hatred, which is caused by a mixture of
T3 MNN ANIP. Let us examine a particular avodah which we can
do to try and rectify this. There is a mitzvah of Y VOV PN
(Vayikra 19:15). This means that one has to judge others favour-
ably, and if one sees another falter, one should think of some
merit and explanation for his actions.

The Gemora (Pesachim 64b) says that no one was ever
squashed in the courtyard of the Beis Hamikdosh. This was despite
the fact that every festival millions would cram between its walls.

Only once, in the times of Hillel, did someone get squashed, and
they called it the “squashed Pesach.” Who was this person, and
why was he squashed? The Rama MiPano cites the haftorah of
parshas Metzora, which recounts a famine and war in Eretz Yis-
roel. The prophet Elisha gave everyone advice and then said that
by the next day t there would be plent) of food, and prices would be
very cheap. There was someone there who said it just couldn't be;
even if Hashem opened up the “windows of the heavens,” could
this really be? The prophet said to him that because of his doubts
about the ability of Hashem, he would see the miracle but wouldn't
benefit from it. In the end, the enemy was destroved and' there
was plenty of food. The man saw these > events, but in the rush he
was trampled to death The Rama MiPano says that this man was
;'I_UP_)S__(_)L]WYJSFOEI. He used the same expression, “windows of the
heavens,” that was used at the timeof Noach. This sceptic claimed
that just as the people in Noach's time were wicked, so too in his

time they were wicked and didn't deserve to be saved. Since he
spoke IJd(iT)‘_about Yisroel, he was punished in this way. Years
later, in the times of Hillel, this person had a tikkun. He came back

% as a gilgul and was in the Beis Hamikdosh and saw Yisroel stand-
" ing in unity with the korbon Pesach, singing Hallel and having a
great attachment to Hashem. He thus saw the good side, and that

was his tikkun; then he became squashed again and died.

Q}The second place is where the e childless Chanah comes to the
Beis Hamikdosh to pour out her heart to Hashem. Eli the Kohen
Godol thought her to be drunk and accused her of this. Then she
-*-;ul she wasn't a drunkard, she was kosher, a_gd_Eli gave her a

brochoh. From here Chazal deduce that if one falsely suspects one
vho's kosher, one should give the “suspect” a brochoh.

28

We have to take out of this two different principles. Many
times things build up in our minds about something, and we go
ahead and make assumptions, and we thus see it as a certainty.
This then creates jealousy and hatred. That is pure sinas chinam.
On the other hand. if one is suspicious, even in a place where one
is allowed to, then it has to be with respect. This is the mitzvah of
ey vawn 77y, that when we see something's wrong, we have
to try to find a source of merit for it. If we make up something,
and even if it's wrong, then Hashem will judge that person and us
to the side of merit. The Yismach Moshe says that when a person

>’%s'ms or even if he doesn't sin but people think he's done something
wrong, it causes a chillul Hashem. As soon as one judges another
fLurabiv. it thus removes the chillul Hashem. Since the punish-
‘ment for chillul Hashem is death, if you judge him favourably, you
are saving his life.
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